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Artifacts Of The 

C o rrid o r: The 

B u ffalo  B ill C an e
b y Cath e r ine W alte r, Curator

Th is cane b e long e d
to Colone l W illiam
F re d e r ick Cod y (B uffalo
B ill) and w as acq uire d in
2 0 0 0 b y th e Ch ance llor
Rob e r t R L iv ing ston
M asonic L ib rar y of
G rand L od g e . T h e
cane is of w ood , w ith
a silv e r -cov e re d h and le
th at is d e corate d w ith a
cross-h atch p atte rn, and
a silv e r p late attach e d
ne ar th e top th at h as
th e same cross-h atch
p atte rn, as w e ll as a
sq uare and comp asse s
and W illiam F . Cod y ’s
initials.

A le tte r of
auth e ntication th at w as
acq uire d along w ith th e
cane re ad s as follow s:

T h e attach e d w alk ing cane
w as g iv e n to me b y th e famous
Ame rican sh ow man M r. W illiam
“ B uffalo B ill” Cod y w h e n h e
v isite d th e sh op Jame s P ay ne &
S ons, L td . for w h ich I w as th e
M anag e r in ch arg e in 18 9 2 .
H e p urch ase d a ne w cane , th is
one b e ing b rok e n. M r. Rob e r t
N . Ruffi n, L ond on 2 6 th July ,
19 10 .

W illiam F . Cod y b e g an se r v ice to h is
countr y e ar ly in h is life , w ork ing as a
P ony E x p re ss r id e r in 18 6 0 at th e ag e
of fi fte e n. T h e v e r y ne x t y e ar, h e joine d
th e U nion Army as a scout and g uid e ,
statione d w ith th e 7 th K ansas Calv ar y .  
W h e n th e w ar e nd e d h e w as h ire d b y
th e K ansas P acifi c Railroad to fe e d th e ir
w ork e r s b y k illing b uffalo. It w as w h ile

d oing th is w ork th at h e e arne d th e
nick name B uffalo B ill. H e k ille d 4 ,2 8 0
b uffalo d uring th e e ig h te e n month s h e
w ork e d at th is job in 18 6 6 and 18 6 7 , or
ab out tw e lv e b uffalo a d ay .

D uring th e four y e ar s b e tw e e n 18 6 8
and 18 7 2 h e re turne d to w ork as a
g uid e and a scout, fi g h ting ag ainst th e
S ioux and Ch e y e nne Ind ian trib e s. It
w as d uring th is p e r iod th at h e b e came a
F re e mason, Initiate d in 18 7 0 and Raise d
in 18 7 1 in P latte V alle y L od g e N o. 3 2
in N e b rask a. T h is L od g e w as starte d
b y army offi ce r s and w as w ar rante d
on Januar y 15 , 18 7 0 . W h e n B ill Cod y
joine d at th e ag e of tw e nty -fi v e , it w as at
th e L od g e ’s th ird me e ting . H e re maine d
inv olv e d in M asonr y h is w h ole life ,
joining E up h rate s Ch ap te r N o. 15 in
18 8 8 and P ale stine Command e r y N o.
13 in 18 8 9 , b oth in N e b rask a. In 18 9 4
h e joine d th e S cottish Rite , N orth e rn
Jurisd iction, V alle y of N e w Y ork City .

T h e y e ar 18 7 2 w as e v e ntful for B uffalo
B ill, th e n tw e nty -se v e n y e ars old . H e w as
e le cte d to th e N e b rask a le g islature b ut
h e d e cline d to se r v e . H ow e v e r, h e d id
se r v e b r ie fl y as a g e ne ral in th e N e b rask a
N ational G uard . H e w as also aw ard e d
th e M e d al of H onor b y Cong re ss, an
aw ard th at w ould late r b e re calle d and

still late r re -aw ard e d . Also in 18 7 2 ,
B uffalo B ill b e g an h is p e r forming care e r,
p rod ucing and starr ing in th e p lay Scouts
of th e  P ra ir ie , w h ich h e w ould continue
stag ing until calle d b ack to d uty for th e
S ioux W ar in 18 7 6 . D uring th is w ar h e
famously g arne re d “ th e fi r st scalp for
Custe r,” b y k illing and scalp ing an Ind ian
name d Y e llow H air in re v e ng e for th e
d e ath of Custe r. H e w ould late r re e nact
th is k illing in h is W ild W e st S h ow .
In 18 7 9 , at th e ag e of th ir ty -four, B uffalo
B ill w as w e ll e noug h k now n th at th e
p ub lication of h is autob iog rap h y w as a
b ig succe ss. In 18 8 2 h e org aniz e d th e
fi r st rod e o in Ame rica; and in 18 8 3 , afte r
y e ar s of p e r forming in smalle r th e atr ical
p rod uctions, h e b e g an p rod ucing h is
W ild W e st S h ow , w h ich continue d for
th ir ty -tw o y e ar s until 19 15 . T h e sh ow
fe ature d h orse s, b uffalo, Ind ians, fe male
sh ar p sh oote r s and amaz ing tr ick s on
h orse b ack , as it re cre ate d th e frontie r
atmosp h e re in an e nte r tainme nt format.
T h e sh ow toure d E urop e as w e ll as th e
U nite d S tate s, and B uffalo B ill b e came
one of th e most e asily re cog niz ab le
fi g ure s in h istor y .

At one of th e M ad ison S q uare G ard e n
S h ow s, it w as re p orte d th at tw o th ousand
M y stic S h r ine r s w e re in th e aud ie nce ,
and b e cause of th e ir p re se nce , B uffalo
B ill ad d e d a fe w M asonic touch e s to
th e sh ow . T h e L iv ing ston M asonic
L ib rar y h as in its h old ing s an ash tray
comme morating a v isit b y M e cca T e mp le
to th e W ild W e st S h ow .

B uffalo B ill’s fune ral on L ook out
M ountain in Colorad o in 19 17 w as
one of th e lar g e st e v e r, w ith th ousand s
atte nd ing and th ousand s more v ie w ing
h is b od y . H is M asonic fune ral se r v ice
w as offi ciate d b y G old e n City L od g e N o.
1 at th e re q ue st of P latte V alle y L od g e
N o. 3 2 in N e b rask a. n


