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Was it a F re e mason w h o fi rst said ,
“ D on’t b e lie v e e v e r y th ing y ou re ad !” ?  
I ask th is q ue stion b e cause it’s th e ty p e
of th ing w e h e ar on a d aily b asis at th e
L iv ing stonM asonic L ib rar y . O ur p atrons,
b oth M asonic and non-M asonic, v isit,
e -mail or call look ing for v e r ifi cation
of all k ind s of p se ud o-M asonic triv ia.
“ W asn’t e v e r y P re sid e nt of th e U nite d
S tate s a F re e mason?” “ H av e n’t all th e
rule r s of E ng land b e e n F re e masons?”
“ D id n’t th e F re e masons b uild M ad ison
S q uare G ard e n and Y ank e e S tad ium?”
T h e p ub lic p e rce p tion of F re e masonr y ,
and th e Craft as w e as F re e masons
und e r stand it, h as fre q ue ntly b e e n
ch aracte r iz e d b y a mix ture of h istorical
fact and fl at-out le g e nd . T h e re ce nt
p ub lication of p op ular nov e ls (y ou k now
th e one s I’m w riting ab out) and p se ud o-
h istorie s (th e one s th at start out, “ Isn’t it
p ossib le th at… ” ) h av e furth e r mud d ie d
th e w ate r s of M asonic h istor y . T h e ad ag e
“ D on’t b e lie v e e v e r y th ing y ou re ad ” is a
motto th at sh ould h ang in e v e r y M asonic
sch ool of instruction.

W e all k now th at F re e masonr y is not
a re lig ion, b ut th e stud y of F re e masonr y
h as much in common w ith th e stud y of
re lig ions. T h e stud y of a re lig ion inv olv e s
le arning ab out th e re lig ion itse lf, its
th e olog y , p h ilosop h y and sy mb olism,
and ab out w h at p r incip le s, te ne ts and
p ractice s it te ach e s to and e x p e cts of its
ad h e re nts. A stud y of th is sort focuse s
more on w h at h as b e e n w ritte n and
said ab out th e re lig ion, ofte n b y its ow n
p ractitione rs, and w h at h as tak e n p lace
w ith in th e conte x t of th e re lig ion. F or
e x amp le : w h at is its r itual; h ow h as th at
ch ang e d or d e v e lop e d ov e r time , and
w h at are its customs and trad itions?  

Anoth e r major asp e ct of stud y ing a
re lig ion inv olv e s its d e v e lop me nt and

actions in th e conte x t of th e w orld
around it--its h istor y . W h at actions h as
th e re lig ion tak e n as an institution and
as a mov e me nt, and h ow h av e th e se
actions imp acte d th e w orld around
it? H ow h av e th e b e lie fs and te ne ts of
th e re lig ion infl ue nce d ch ang e s in th e
social structure s and common p ractice s
in e x iste nce outsid e th e conte x t of th e
re lig ion? And my fav orite q ue stion: to
w h at e x te nt is th e re consiste ncy b e tw e e n
w h at th e re lig ion p re ach e s and w h at it
p ractice s, and th e actions and infl ue nce s
th at it actually h as tak e n, or continue s
to tak e , in th e re al w orld ? D oe s it “ W alk
th e T alk ?”   

T h is se cond asp e ct of stud y focuse s
on h istor y , or w h at re ally h ap p e ne d .
H istorical fact is not op inion or
sup p osition; it is a sh are d inte r p re tation
of a common re ality , v e r ifi e d b y
ind e p e nd e nt and unb iase d re liab le
source s. W e ofte n arriv e at h istorical fact
th roug h sup p osition or op inion, as a
p h y sical scie ntist w ill b e g in w ith a th e sis
b e fore p rog re ssing to an e x p e r ime nt and
arriv ing at a conclusion. It can cause a
lot of troub le w h e n a sup p osition or an
op inion is p ut forth as h istorical fact
w ith out d ocume ntation to sup p ort it as
such . It can also cause a lot of troub le
w h e n th e tw o are as of stud y d e scrib e d
ab ov e cross b ound arie s, or w h e n a stud y
of a re lig ion’s b e lie fs and p h ilosop h y is
inste ad p urp orte d to b e a state me nt of
h istorical fact. H uman h istor y is full of
e x amp le s of th is confusion; consult y our
ne are st h istor y b ook or th is morning ’s
New York Times.

T h e w r itte n h istor y of F re e masonr y
is also full of e x amp le s of th is ty p e
of confusion, w h e re our p h ilosop h y ,
sy mb olism, ritual and le g e nd h as b e e n
p re se nte d or inte r p re te d as our actual
h istor y .  T h e fi r st major w r itte n w ork of
th e h istorical institution of sp e culativ e
F re e masonr y , Jame s And e r son’s 1 7 2 3
C on stitu tion s, includ e s a state me nt of
p ractice s for th e cond uct of M asonic
L od g e s and a listing of p r incip le s
g ov e rning F re e masonr y . It also contains
a le ng th y d iscourse on th e h istor y of
F re e masonr y , b e g inning w ith Ad am
of E d e n as th e fi r st F re e mason. I’m
fairly se cure in stating th at w e h av e no
d ocume nte d p roof th at Ad am w as th e
fi r st F re e mason, and th at th is p ortion of
And e r son’s w ork b e long s to th e re alm of
le g e nd rath e r th an th e re alm of h istorical
fact. I’m also fair ly ce r tain And e rson k ne w

th at w h e n h e w rote th e C on stitu tion s, and
h e p rob ab ly k ne w h is w r iting w ould b e
ap p re ciate d b y its re ad e r s as le g e nd ar y or
my th olog ical w r iting , not inte r p re te d as
h istorical narrativ e . B ut I me e t p atrons
on a re g ular b asis w h o d e monstrate
d iffi culty in d isting uish ing b e tw e e n
F re e masonr y ’s p h ilosop h ical/sy mb olic
trad ition, and its d ocume nte d h istor y .

M asonic p h ilosop h y and sy mb olism
h as a rich trad ition and incre d ib le
se le ction of w ritte n w ork s from w rite r s
such as Alb e r t P ik e , M anly H all, W .
L . W ilmsh urst, Alle n R ob e r ts, G e org e
O liv e r, K irk M acN ulty , and many
oth e r M asonic and non-M asonic
auth ors. T h e se w r ite r s e x amine th e
sy mb ols of th e Craft and conte mp late
th e ir me aning s. T h e y sp e culate on th e
orig ins and me aning of th e R itual, and
tak e th e ir re ad e r s’ mind s on journe y s of
introsp e ction and und e r stand ing . T h e y
ap p ly th e p r incip le s to p h ilosop h ie s
w h ich e nh ance our ap p re ciation of th e
Craft’s te ach ing s, and allow us to ap p ly
th e se p r incip le s to th e cond uct of our
ow n liv e s. F re e masonr y is e nh ance d and
mad e b e tte r b e cause of th e e x iste nce of
w ork s in th is are a of stud y ; b ut w ork s of
th is ty p e sh ould not b e re ad , inte r p re te d
or p re se nte d to th e g e ne ral p ub lic as
d ocume nte d accounts of F re e masonr y ’s
actual h istor y .

M asonic h istor y is w e ll-re p re se nte d b y
w ork s of w r ite r s includ ing P e te r R oss,
O ssian L ang , Ch arle s M cCle nach an,
R ob e r t M acoy , R ob e r t G ould , Alb e r t
M ack e y , and more re ce ntly , S . B re nt
M orris, Jasp e r R id le y , M arg are t Jacob ,
F rance s Y ate s, M ark T ab b e r t, Ang e l
M illar, and R ich ard V ang . M asonic
h istor y and h istoriog rap h y e x amine
th e actions of F re e masonr y and of
ind iv id ual M asons; th e p ossib le orig ins
and infl ue nce s of M asonr y ; th e ch aracte r
and mak e -up of M asonic org aniz ations;
and th e inte ractions b e tw e e n th e
institution of F re e masonr y w ith th e
course of g e ne ral h istor y and h istorical
e v e nts. M asonic h istor y mig h t stud y ,
for e x amp le , th e infl ue nce th at M asonic
p rincip le s h ad up on th e framing of th e
Ame rican R e p ub lic. S up p orting e v id e nce
mig h t includ e d ocume nte d listing s of
F re e masons w h o contrib ute d to th e
d e v e lop me nt of th e Ame rican sy ste m
of g ov e rnme nt, and sp e cifi c e x amp le s
of M asonic p rincip le s incorp orate d
into colonial or e arly g ov e rnme ntal
structure s. T h e stud y mig h t also includ e
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an examination of possible shared
influences upon Freemasonry and the
United States republic, with the critical
admonition that correlation does not
necessarilyequalcausation.Buthopefully,
Masonic history, like general history,
will be unbiased, objective, accurate,
well-documented, and reflect a general
consensus on reality as it happened (or
as it is happening).

Masonic history has many points of
pride. We Masons can be proud of the
number of United States Presidents who
have been Master Masons (fourteen,
if you’re counting). We don’t have to
inflate our history to include people
who probably weren’t or definitely
weren’t Freemasons. We don’t need to
take credit for or associate ourselves
with every positive occurrence in the
history of humanity. We’ve done and
continue to do plenty of positive things
for the Craft and for the world around
us. We also don’t need to be ashamed
of our history, nor need we be afraid to
examine our own history with objective
eyes. Every human institution--religions,

governments, Masonic Lodges--has
aspects of history that are not very pretty.
We can present those aspects within the
context of historical study, and learn from
the obstacles and mistakes made in our
own historical progress. We do ourselves
and the general public a great disservice
when we ignore or gloss over areas of our
Masonic history, or overstate or outright
propagandize Masonic contributions to
the world.

It’s challenging when speculations on
Masonichistoryarepresentedasverifiable
historical facts. Speculation is a valid
stage of historical investigation. It may
well be that there are valid connections
between the crusading Knights Templar
and contemporary Freemasonry.
These possibilities are cheapened when
they are presented by writers who
self-validate their suppositions, and
who cite conjectures and legends as
historical sources. We turn ourselves and
Freemasonry into laughingstocks when
we confuse speculation with fact.

We face the added challenge of non-
Masonic writers and public perception,

which often experience the confusion
between Masonic history and Masonic
legend, and portray us as the group
originating from Atlantis, migrating to
Egypt, founding western civilization,
controlling the course of human history,
hiding the infinite treasures, maintaining
the genealogy of Christ, hoarding the
secret of transmuting base metals into
gold, and whatever other conspiracies
Freemasonry has been blamed for or
credited with.These tangents are the grist
for fun fiction, depending on the skill of
the individual writers who employ them,
but they should not be confused with
historical fact.

There’s plenty to read about
Freemasonry. Read all that you can,
remembering that different writings
belong to different areas of study. Fit
what you read into your own frameworks
of study, and seek further insight by
reading and discussing what you’ve read.
Just don’t believe everything you read. n

The Masonic 
Charitab le G ift 

A nnuity Prog ram  
is Mov ing  
F orw ard !

At the June 20 0 6 meeting of your
Masonic Brotherhood Foundation, Inc.,
a 5 0 1 (c) 3 Corporation, directors voted
to begin the filing process to implement
a Charitable Gift Annuity Program in
our Jurisdiction. We recently became 
a sp onsor of Th e A merican Council on 
G ift A nnuities; th e stand ard s setting  
org aniz ation found ed  in 1 9 2 7 .

This great new program is adopted
in the knowledge “that charity is the
distinguishing human virtue.”

Q :   What is a Charitab le G ift A nnuity ?
A : A way to give to charity, receive a lifetime income,

an income tax deduction and numerous other tax
advantages.

Q : H ow  d o I k now  if a G ift A nnuity  is for m e?
A : If you have funds set aside which are earning a low

interest rate, then a Charitable Gift Annuity may
be right for you. For example, $ 10 ,0 0 0 in a bank
account may earn $ 30 0 to $ 5 0 0 per year, taxable
Depending upon your age, the same amount, in a
Charitable Gift Annuity might earn $ 6 0 0 or more
and would be partially tax free.

Q : H ow  d o I learn m ore?
A : Write: CH A RITA B L E  G IF T A N N U ITY

71 West 23rd Street, N. Y. C., NY 10 0 10
Call: 212. 337. 6 6 8 1 E -m ail: bfhglny@ gmail.com


